
Dear Preservation Board, 

ReVitalize St. Louis is writing to express our support for the preservation and reuse of the San 
Luis Apartments, formerly the DeVille Motor Hotel (4483 Lindell Boulevard, 63108). The 
demolition of this building for a new surface parking lot undermines the quality of Lindell’s 
streetscape and neglects the Central West End Historic District Guidelines.  This is an ineffective 
land use and does little to serve residents of the Central West End. 

ReVitalize St. Louis is committed to revitalization in the City of St. Louis through historic 
preservation and sensitive planned development.  According to the Central West End Historic 
District Rehabilitation and New Construction Standards, the prime objective is to maintain the 
distinctive character, quality of construction and individual architectural integrity of structures 
within the [Central West End] district.  This specifically includes streetscapes.  Lindell Blvd. is 
noted for its high-rise scaled buildings, density, and pedestrian friendly sidewalks. A surface lot 
lacks height, discourages density, and is unfriendly to pedestrian traffic.  As an organization and 
concerned citizens, we cannot support a proposal that is insensitive to the specified planning of 
the Central West End neighborhood.   
 
To maintain the integrity of the Lindell streetscape and effectively utilize the land, it is our 
recommendation to restore the San Luis for mixed used purposes.  Renovation of the existing 
structure will create jobs: temporary during construction and permanent for operations after 
occupancy.  Additionally, the property and sales taxes generated from a mixed-use 
development will greatly exceed that of a private parking lot owned by a non-taxed entity.  This 
solution maintains the current streetscape, encourages density, and adds a to the existing 
walkability in this pedestrian friendly neighborhood. 
 
The San Luis has great architectural significance: Built 1961 by the award winning architect, 
Charles Colbert, this building embodies the Modernist design that still thrives today.  Its 
significance, longevity, and age make the San Luis eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places.  This, in turn, qualifies it for historic tax credits at both the state and federal levels. 
These tax credits make renovation and reuse an economically viable option.   
 
We realize the New Cathedral and archdiocesan headquarters are an integral part of the 
Central West Ends.  We also recognize their need for additional parking.  We firmly believe an 
alternative solution can be determined that works for both the residents of the Central West 
End and the archdiocesan headquarters.  Again, modification of the existing property could 
accommodate parking needs.   
 
Over the last 30 years the Central West End has seen a renaissance and an explosion in 
investment.  Much of this can be linked to its diversity of land uses.  Communities thrive when 
they have options.  The Central West End has been able to balance high and mid-density 
residential with a mixture of restaurants, shops, bars and venues as well as civic and cultural 
institutions.  Although parking is currently a necessity, removing a prominent building to satiate 



this need, shows a lack of creativity and hinders the fabric that makes the Central West End a 
rich and exciting place to live work and play. 
 
We strongly encourage you to deny the demolition request for the San Luis and look for a 
better solution.  Maintaining our city neighborhood’s unique and vibrant streetscape will not 
only serve the residents of Central West End better, but the residents of our entire City.  Please 
consider these points when making your decision.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
  

Claralynn Bollinger, President 
ReVitalize St. Louis Board of Directors 

Beth Braznell, Vice President 
Stephanie Noecker. Member at Larger 
Scott McIntosh, Programming Chair 
Seth Teel, Built Environment Chair 
 
 


